Although a latex agglutination test (StaphAurex) Slide agglutination procedures have been developed for the rapid and reliable differentiation of Staphylococcus aureus from other staphylococci recovered from clinical specimens. These methods utilize sensitized sheep erythrocytes or latex particles which coagglutinate when exposed to specific cell wall components of S. aureus, such as clumping factor or protein A (6, 10). Sensitivities of 98 to 100% have been reported for these procedures (1, 3, 10). However, some reports have noted that S. aureus isolates that are resistant to semisynthetic penicillins, such as oxacillin or methicillin, may yield false-negative reactions when tested with some of these methods (1, 5, 14) .
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In our region, strains of S. aureus that possess a wide variety of antimicrobial susceptibility patterns have been recovered from clinical specimens. In addition to oxacillinsusceptible S. aureus and oxacillin-resistant S. aureus, we have encountered strains of S. aureus, such as those recently described ( 
